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1 Preach'd before the, 


Right Reverend Father in T O D, 
The Right Honourable 


Nathanazl Lord Crewe,| 
Lord Bithop: of Durham, 


ae, Tone 233-1 700. 


By Nathanael Ellifen, \ Vicar of Newcaſtle. 
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Iam Magn ficum hoc I, 7 vocem tot Fuvenum 
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+ wanting which was to be ſupply d by Peter and ohn. 
. {by whoſe Prayer and Impoſition of Hands the f 
Ghoſt was to be Invocated and pour d forth; Quod nnr 4 
* quoque” apud nos geritur, & c. Which Cuſtom, ſays he, is | 
nano obferv'd among us, when they who are alrea- = 94 
8 Ne roy are brought to tlie Prelates of the Church, 
ar chat by Weir Prayers, and the Impoſition of 
Dar. Hands they may obtain the Holy Ghoſt, 
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o Donrinico conſummentur, 3. e. that 
ey may be Perfected and Compleated 10 
f Confirmation , as it was Antiently 1 


} Ry, 


Pr xxx Pro” 8 


jo 15 1 oy ld 4 And tho ah ee e Gifts: of God's: pit in 
a cap. are long ſince ceas d, and do not now attend the Biſhop's MW *Þ 
aus. Impoſition of Hands, as they did formerly that of I * 1 

bos. ee, the Apoſtles; yet, as che Apoſtles pray'd for, and ob. be, 
de Sacramen- tain'd not only the Mimculous.Gifts, 132 — the Com- Fx 
By p * * mon and Saying'.Graces of the Spitit- for thoſe o i m 
whom they laid their Hands, ſo we have fcaſom to be- E 


lieve, that our Biſhops (who are the' Apoſtles Suc- ar 
ceſſors) have now he 1 like Power and Priviledge to w 
. derive to us the ordinary Graces of God's Spirit, in th 
the ſame; way that the Apoſtles: con wanna the ex- bs 


traordinary Operations. 16.26 be 
Poor if we reject Impoſition of Hands: i in we C 

tion, becauſe the like Viſible: and Miracalous Effects 
do not now attend it as formerly, we may with 2s 0 
much reaſon reje -Impoſition/ of Hands in Ordirati- 0 
on, and even Baptiſm it ſelf, becauſe; ſpeaking witi: - 
P 


Tongues, and other Miraculous Operations, do not 

now . accompany thoſe. Offices as they did in the A- 

. - poſtolical Age of the: Church. Nay, we may with the IM - 
ame Parity of Reaſon reject Prayer and Preaching, 2 
becauſe ſuch Wonderful Giſts are not now. conferr'd a 
as they formerly were under the Apoſtles Doctrinc, 9 
* De Bapciſmo and by their Prayer. St. Auſtin *. in more Places than C 


contr. Dona- 


ſt. I. . c. 16. One ſeems. fully to have {atisfy'd any reaſonable Man ti 
Tom. 7. P. 47. in this Far articular. , The Spirit, ſays he, which is now MW 

Cho 7. iven, by. the Impoſition of Hands, is not-atteſted by n 
ut ſupr. Temporal and Sable Miracles as heretofore 8 


: far who now expects that they on whom Hands ar: t. 


© ]Jaid ſhou' d ſpeak with Tongues 2: But yet inviſibly 1 
ph ron ſeeretly The Love of God is inſpir'd into their 

4 „Hearts by the bond of Peace This, ſays he, 0 
Js the Holy Ghoſt, which in che Catholick Church I » 
i faid to be given by the Impoſition of Hands. t 


T n we may da. bet the fue Father ſays 


in 


1 


ct eee ee 


tir d by Philips Miniſtry. 


Confirmation. 


u cher . That as the Ape Ries Petey and John 1 46% 


pray d that the Holy Ghoſt might come upon thoſe on kd an a ng 
whom they laid their Hands, ſo the ſame Cuſtom 186. * 
is ſtill preſervd and continued among 


the Gover- 
*nors' of our Church. 1 might alſo add the Judg- 
ment of the Learned and judicious Mr. » zee; Palit. J. 3.8. Gs. 
Hooker; of I Dr. Hammond, r Pearſon, f Annit.in Text | 
and of a different perſuaſion, * * Mr. Baxter, WIE =o . banged 86. 
who all * 0 ah on of Confirma- 2 ” In bis IRS Cine. 
tion u n the Words of my Text. „ eee 

h therefore ſo good Authority, TE on ms 
both Antient and Modern, for f interpreting the Text of 
. I ſhall from chen ce, 

Firſt, Endeavour to Prove, that Confirmation (which 
our Church retains and requires of its Members) is 
of Primitive and Apoſtolical Uſe. When Pl had 
Baptiz d thoſe of Samaria, Peter and Jobn are ſent to 
Confirm them, by laying their Hands upon them, and , 
Praying for them. 5 

Secondly, I ſhall confider the Perſons tobe confirm d, 
and their Qualifications, 0 they muſt be Baptiz d firlt, 
and alſo underſtand what it is they Vow'd and En- 
gag dat their Baptiſin z for thoſe of Samaria who were 
Confirm'd by the Apoſtles, were firſt ene and Bap- 5 


Thirdly, I ſhall conſi der who! are the proper Mi- 
nike of Confirmation, only the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors the Biſhops. Philip that Baptiz'd wou d not 


take upon him to Confirm, but Peter and Jois were 
Di patch d from Jeruſalem for this purpoſe, = 


Fourthly, I will lay before you the happy Effects of 
When the Apoſtles laid their Hands 
upon thoſe of Samaria whom Philip had Baptiz q, they 
on but not as Keceiv d the Hoh 9 ps 
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5 por Alnd in the laſt Joe I. ſhall = you to this ſo Ii but 
e Primitive and Apoſtolical Practice, from the confi. MW in 
deration of thoſe Fanless Which we may very Juli Mr 

impute to the contemptuous neglect of it. Te Jue 

Firſt, 1 ay, the Practice of den . the 

1. Church retains and requites, is Primitive apd Apo- 80 
ſtolical. It our Church had made Confirmation a Sa- N 
rim crament, or had given it the 5 Prefererce of Baptiſm, MW I. 
Catel. or had loaded it with Superſtitious and Ridiculous W +: 
8.8 5. Ceremonies (as the Church of Rome has done) We E 
# Pomifial. ud never have Juſtity d our Practice by any Apo- © 


; . At 1. 


p. I. K. ſtolical Precedent. But our Church diſowns it to b: W © 
I Art. 25. 2 Il Sacrament z and ſor the Ceremonies of it, ſhe re- 5 
120 tains no other but that Original and moſt significant F. 


done, of laying one of Hands, to diſtinguiſh me Per- 
* 11 one of ſons te whom! the Benetliction is given 3 or (as. * ou: 
che Collects in Church expreſſes it) e Certiß them by this fign of God 
7 Confirmation, Favour and; gracious. (3oodneſs towards them. And can 
we have a better Precedent for this than that in my 
Text? Or could it be more exactly follow d than Ot. 

Church has done in Her Office ſor Confirmation ? 
Neither is this the only; Precedent; but there is all 
that of St. Paul, who is ſuppos d to have Confirm d 
(00 Act. 1593 thoſe at Epheſws (a) where he is ſaid to have laid 
„%% Heads on Fae whos he had Baia 4 in the Naw 

Fee. 

And as we find this to os been St. Pan / 8 1 
(b) Heb. 6. ſo he lays it down (b) among the very firſt Princi- 
2. Kc. ples and Foundations ot Chriſtianity, under the 1 * of 
laying on of Hands, joining it with Faith aud Reper- 
tance, With Bapriſem, Reſurrect ion of the Dead, and. Eter- 
nal Life. By which laying on of 4 that Confir 
maation is meant, we have not only the Judgment ot 
(in loc.) St Ambr oſe, Chryſoſtom,” Anſelm, and indeed tl & gene- 
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nal current *:of the Oteck and Latine Fathers, 


in other Matters differ from us, particularly, 


Mr. Caluin, and the Aſſembly of Divines, whole 
judgment herein is the more to be valu'd, 


they being no great Friends either to the 
Government or Diſcipline of our Church. 
Mr. Calvins Note upon the Place is this, 


* „„ . F * * 
. f 4 N 
K 4 ) 


De Confirmarione præ- 
ſentem locum magno con- 
ſenſu exponunt Interpretes 
tam Grzci quam Latini, E- 
ſtius in Heb, 6. . 
7 Beza, Piſcator, Iihri- 
ens, Hunnius, Toſſanus & 


; Gryneus in loc. Rivet, Ca- 
'tholic. Orthodox. Tract. 3. 


Q. 9. $. 3. Baxter of Con- 


That St. Paul joins lay ing on of Hands with 1. ee 13. P. 121, 


' Baptiſm 3 becauſe as there were two ſorts of 

* Catechnmens, ſo there were two forts of Admiſſion, for 
thoſe that were Strangers and come to Years were Firſt 
to give an Account of their Faith before they were 


* Baptiz'd ; whereas thoſe who were Children of the 


Faithful, ( becauſe adopted from the Womb, and by 


Riglit of Promiſe belonging to the Church) they were 


Baptiv l when they were Infants; and when their In- 


fancy was paſt, and they were Inſtructed in the Prin- 


ciples of their Religion, they offered themſelves to 


be Oatechis d, and were admitted by another Symbol, 
Se. that of laying on of Hands: Which ſingle paſ- 


age of the Apoſtle, ſays he, is abundant Demon- 


ſttatton, that this Ceremony was of Apaſtolical Ori- 


ginal, which tho' it after ward Degenerated into Su- 


perſtition, as other excellent Inſtitutions did, yet, 
days he, let us retain the pure Inſtitution, and cor- 
rect the Additional Superſtition. 


And this is agreeable with what he had before de- 


wer d in his * Huſtitut ions, who having ſaid many things 


*I. 4. e. 19. 135 


in commendation of this Practice, he concludes in 


theſe words. I highly approve ſuch an Impoſition of 
Hands which is uſed as a Bleſſing, and 1 would to 
God it wete reſtor d to its Pure Uſe, and that this An- 
tient Cuſtom were by us Retain d. The Aſſembly of Di- 


4 | Cine? « 


„ 1 


Oe . 8 


A — 


e ee „ upon as mas place tell us, bat this laying sr on 
e ns * of Hands is uſually. call d Confirmation, which ſtood, 
e Nh Fir In Examinitig thoſe who had been Baptiz d, What 
«progreſs they had made in the Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
* nity. Secondly, In praying for them that God wou d 
continue them in the Faith, and give tliem more 
Grace, Strengthening them by his holy Spirit. Nou 
* * when the Chief Paſtor or Paſtors of the-Churc!; 
pray ' d for hem, they laid their Hands upon them ; 
W bees the Apoſtolical Conſtitution was call d the 
Jay ying on of Hands ; ſo St. Auſtin l. de Hal. & Operiſ. 

c. 11. and ſo moſt of abs. Fathers with one conſent. 
Twou d be too tedious to produce all the Concur- 
rent Teſtimonies of Antiquity relating to this Matter. 
Ihe mentioning St. Hierom will ſuperſede the quo 
t. Tom: * ting any more; wo in his Dialogue againſt the 1: 
Pol 1534. ciferlant thus Expoſtulates the Caſe. Doſt thou not 
now it to be the Cuſtom of the Church to 
ay Hands upon thoſe that are Baptiz d, and to beg 
God's Spirit to deſcend on them? If thou ask me 
© where tis written ?: T Anſwer in the Acts of the Apo- 
eſtles. But, ſays hie, If the whole Scripture were Silenc 
in this Matter, the Cuſtom of the whole World in this 
particular wou d obtain the Force of a Command, this 
with many other Matters being deli ver d down by Tra- 
dition to the Church. And ho tis true, that Father Ex- 
poſtulates this in the. Perſon of a Lackferitn, yet in 
the Perſon of the Orthodox he owns all that the other 
bad ſaid. Ideny not, ſays he, that tis the Cuſton 
bo the Church that the Biſ op ſhou d go abroad and 
* his Hands, praying for che Gift of the Holy 
__*Ghoſt-upon © thoſe: whom Prieſts and Deacons Had 
« already e in Remote Villages and * 
dee WC Nenne 2 10 h ee . 
W 7 Pom 


} 3 


pet 


x 19. e.tiam ab ipfis Apoſtolis ap- 


among them, and were Converted and Baptiz d by his 


alem) heard that they had Believ'd and were Bap- 


Church z upon which Account it was uſually call d, Coneil. 
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b Ec- 
mæ ergo Inſaniæ eſt exiſtimare non 1 8 N eee 


fieri quod ab univerſa Eccleſia fit. age EP. Temporum uſurpata eſt, ſed 
"Proceed we now in the ſecond Place' to Than 1 bs 3 5 8.7 N 
confider the Perſons to be Confirm'd and their 1 55 es 5 SO? 
Qualifications. They muſt be Bap. iz d firſt, e 
and alſo underſtand what it is they vowd and en- 
gag d. at their Baptiſm; for ſo did thoſe 0 Samara 
whom the Apoſtles came to Confirm, v. 5. Cc. of 
this Chapter. They had heard Philip 2 Chriſt 


Miniſtry,” and when the Apoſtles ( who are at Jeru- 


tiz d, they then, and not before, ſent Peter and Jobn 
to confirm theſe new Converts. - 

Firſt, Baptiſm (as I 55 ,) muſt cad: Confirma- 
tion; for you are not Confirmation mai: Chri- 
ſtians, but you are bed a and ftabliſh'4 in that Faith 
into which you were Baptiz d in your Minority. Con- 
firmation happily completes and finiſhes that in yon 

which Baptiſm had begun. In your Baptiſm you were 


| Taitiated into the Chriſtian Religion, in your Confir- 
mation vou are of Babes in Chriſtianity become Per- 
fe# Men, and are admitted to Higher Privileges, and more 


Perfe Communion with the Members of Chriſt's 


cl Et. 
eon by the Antients. bein. Can. 39. 


| Secondly Vou are not to be Coufirea' d as ſoon as & 7: Ur 
you are Ba iptiz'd in your Infancy, but the Church of via. Ano; 


1 5 8 you time and leiſure to underſtand that de Sacrament. 


C Ss ks 


K the; bath ring 2 5 nk 1 at » om. 66:Pucrorum Gs: 3 "2 
le Cuſtom in the . of God, con- que poſt Bapriſmum Bm. 
1 from the Apoitles times. Infolentiſſi- nedictio cum Impoſitione 


Serm. 10. de 
verb. Apoſtoli 


ws 705 10. p. the Tongue of others to make Confeſſiou of their Faith, 


give the World Public Satisfaction that you are not 
Chriſtians out of Neceſſity, when you were made ſo 
at your Baptiſm, and cou d not hinder it: But you ſnou. 
Demonſtrate to the World that you are Chriſtians out 
of Principle and Choice, and that you are really 


eonvincd in your Cotiſcience and Judgment that you 


your {elves are Bound tobelieve and do what your Sure- 
ties One promis d for you. In a word, Ratifying, 


Confirming and Renewing that ſolemn Promiſe an 


Vow which they made for you in your Baptiſm. 
Now at what Tears this Profeſſion 


* 


tiqais Eccleſ. Rit. I. 1. C. 2. r | 2 ; 
& Fflivs in l. 4. Seiten. are to be when you come tobe Confirm d 


il. 5.8. . as our Church, does not determine, o nei 
„ Oo CF ther 


ju en 40 & & — 65 


+ Edo Maxtene de An; of yours is to be made, + of what Age you: 


ef» pay” 
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Of Cuff , bn. 
ther do I. In Spain Children were Confirm d at 2 K Bp AH e 
or 3 Tears old: + Here in England Parents were oblig d Hande pi. 
to bring their Children to Confirmation at 1, 2 and t Hun. .. 
5 Years of Age, which made the Inſtitution IIſeleſs cn: 1950 4 
and Ridiculous. But |} Caſſauder tells us, That nom in the Bp. Still. 
Latine Churches Cuſtont has prevail d that Children ſbon not Ep. r. 
be admitted til they were come to a fuller Age, that ſo op- ac. 9. i] 
portunity may be given to Parents, Godfathers, and Re- 
Fors of the Church, to Inflrai} and Adamoniſh them more 
diligently in that Faith which they profeſs d at their Bap- 


fifa... ' . 
 ſhou'd be of * Decrer, Pr; 


F j 
"FLY 
"2, 


* The Canon Law requires that they X < 
Perfef# Age, which is interpreted by the Antient Gloſs 5 halls” 22 
to be 12 Years old. Calbin wou d have this Office per- « 19. 5. 13. vi, 


formd at 10 Years of Age; {| the Trent Catechiſm be- || Part 2. c 


King Charles I. was confirm'd in the 13th Year of his | Provincial, = 1 
Age. By which yon may ſee how feveral Churches have 4% in C.. 


ad verb, Pueros. 


varied in this Matter. VNV 
But Our Church has been fo Prudent to Deter- 
mine nothing as to the Point of Age, there be- 7 
ing no Neceſſity nor Occaſion for any ſuch Nice + + 0 
and Critical Determination. Tis plain ſhe Reſpects 4 
more the Capacity and Underſtanding, than the Age 
of thoſe that are to be Confirm d. All that the ſpeaks 
concerning Age is, that they maſt Arrive to a Coms. 
petent Age, and Years of Diſcretion; by which I do not 
apprehend, that ſhe Points at any preciſe Term of 
Years: But that they muſt be of ſuch an Age and 
Capacity as to underſtand the Principles of their Re- 
ligion, and the Articles of their Faith, and give ſome 
tolerable Account of the Hope that is in ems t. 
(as ſhe Expreſſes her ſelt) that being come to Tears of 
Diſcretion, and having learnt 9 * ors . 


_ themſelves, with their own mouth and conſent, openly 
before the. Church, Ratifie and Confirm the ſame, and 
alſo Promiſe that by the Grace of God, .they will ever- 
more endeayour themfelves ' faithfully to 29945 ſuch 
8 as they by their own Confeſſion have Aſſen. 


ſerve to be Admitted to Con mation, when the lat 
=. ter ſhou'd be Rejected till they underſtand better. 

VVV all, there can be no other Rule fix'd but this, 
WW _.  ." thatnone of what Age ſoever ought to be Admitted 
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to this Ordinance, before he be Baptiz/d, and before 


Vow: And. as. ſoon as he can do. this, ( 


=. (how young loe- 
=.” ver he be) the ſooner he is preſented to Cenfirma- 
| = tion the better; it being no {mall Comfort, Credit, 


[ and Encouragement to the Child, to his Parents, and 
| Sureties 3 nay, it being no ſmall Honour and Orna- 
18 | ment as to Religion in General, ſo to Our Church in 
| Particular, to have praiſe perfected in the Mouths 
of ſuch Children, and that thoſe Myſteries ſhou'd ſtoop 

to be underſtood by them which older men -are 
fe& Strangers to. How , ought we to ſtand amaz Tat at 
Ca) Mat. 11; this, and with our bleſſed Saviour (a4) to ſay, We thank 
35% thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven. and Earth, becauſe tho 
beſt hid the things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 
haſt reveal d them unto Babes? If Fs: had come be- 
* n I dare Ay, He wou d have ly. taken 
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| Godmothers ande 4 for. hem: in te, they. may 


r 
=. | And why Indeed i is any perſon J * to yi made 
_— a Standard of his Religion and Underſtanding ? Some 
51 Children there are of ſuch Pregnant Parts and Capa- 
ne cities, that at Nine or Ten Years of Age, they ſhall 
„ give a more Manly. and Rational 1 N of their 
| " +, Faith than ſome others at Fifty: And the former de- 


Wk underſtand the Nature and Obligation of his Baptiſm! - 
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them, up in his Arms, have put his Hands upon them, 


and bleſs'd them. 0 ſuffer ſuch little Children, and 
1 forbid them not, but encourage them to come to Him, 
a or to the Governors of his Church, to be Contirm'd 
g by them, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Do 
8 not ſuch Children, think you, deſerve a Bleſſing upon 
; ſo early and promiling beginnings? And what more 
8 ſuitable than that they ſhou'd have the Bleſſing of 
8 the Biſhop, and the Prayers of God's Miniſters, and 
i the whole Congregation, that God wou'd Perfect that 


1 good Work which he had ſo early begun in them? 
Certain it is you can never engage y our ſelves too ſoon 


C your Duty,he ex pects your Actual Profeſſion and Practice. 
What Everlaſting Blemiſhand Reproach wou d it be to 


their buſineſs to underſtand every ching elſe ſooner than 


£ i what is of Everlaſting Moment and Concern? Doubt- 
1 leſs the Firſt of our Years are the fitteſt. to be Conſe- 
4 crated to God Almi ghty's Service : And the ſooner 
' we offer theſe firſt Fruits, the more Acceptable always. 


Ike offering theſe in due time, will, I hope, Conſe- 
crate the Remainder of our Lives to his Honour; For 


0 
= if the firſt fruits be holy, the lump alſo is, holy. . 

= To. which, let me add, that as youth is the pro- | 
g pereſt ſeaſon. for this Ordinance upon the Score of 
i Capacity to underſtand our Duty, ſo alſo is it a ſtate 


of Life attended with violent Temptations, except very 


and with 


*ſhou'd be miniſtred to Children, as ſoon as they. come 


in God's Service; and as ſoon as ever you underſtand 


Rational Creatures, if they can underſtand every thing 
#1 elſe but their Duty towards God, or if they make it 


early 1 d with ſtrong and vigorous Reſolutions, . 
the earlieſt prepoſſeſſions of Virtue, ,* And 
therefore bighly Expedient it is that Confirmation 


to that Age, that partly by the frailty of Pram 
n 
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lil. 2 . kel. partly e affiults of the World and the 


Devi, they begin to be in danger to fall into di 
vers Temptations. 105 
Look among all Religions, and you 11 find fore pub. 
he: and open Profeſſions from their Votaries in th. 
. 2. cont, y0unger years. * Joſephus tells us, that every one of 


Ain. the Jewiſh Nation learnt the Laws and Rules of his 


| Religion as ſoon as he came to the uſe of his Rea- 


fon; by which means they were ſo imprinted in their 


Minds, that every one being demanded concerning hi; 
| Religion, could anſwer as readily as he could tell his 
lj Synagog, own Name. Buxtorf is more particular, who ſays, 

Jud. c.7. that when the Child came to be Thirteen Years Od, 
and had learnt the Law, and the Miſc hn, and his 

Prayers, he was preſented. by his Father before a 

„Holy Aſſembly, and from thenceforth ſolenmly took 

upon Himſelf the obſervation of the Law, and 10 an. 

{wer for his own Sins z all which was concluded with 

Prayer for his increaſe in good works. 

Nay, look we among the Heathens themſelves, and 

we ſhall find that the very light of Nature taught 

them to make ſome publick -profeſlion of their Rcl. 

4 1060 A 9 1e gion, as ſoon as they were able to underſtand it.“ Thus 
198. p. 326. When the Perſßun youth came to Mens Eſtate, they 
took a Solemn Oath 70 deſpiſe all filthy luere, bodily 

Pleaſure, and vain glory, to be emulout of virtue, to worſhip God, 

und honour their Parents; to ſpedk htruth ;, ond Ao good; ane 

neither wittingly nor willing Y to violate anyof theſe thing. 
1 J Pot, I The like is Treobtded of the Athenians, that when 
2255 bo the Young Men were inrolled, they | ſolemnly ſwore. 
among other thin E to obſerve the Perpetual Sole, 
nities Als received Cuſtonts of their Country, to defend and 
reverence the Rage, in 85 they were born. 

"J Now It "Jovi and Gentiles thou aght themfelves ob. 

| lig 


, IT. oj} 4} 


L N ö 4 * , * $f Fg FA : j ee » WG We q - s , 
4 . * 4 : | Wy 4 9 4 $9" Wr * nne 71 Er they A F , 
8 . C ), i N , RY 7 4 . Fo 15 79 ah . p TI , * , | 
; $49 p -4 5 wu 1 * A. „ , Wo q 7 m / $08.7 "oy Waun \ I" \ SARS TT N . . 
au. | | mm es WT een e een 
5 7 - 0 . 5 * : 1 Þ 1 & KS 5 4 1 3s, * 1. , wh IT 4. 5 
4 0 1 vert * 1 * \ „ * * . m1 4/98, * rad” of 
ö p . / . * : 3 a. . > * g i by Wag 05; of ©. 37," TOS 4 
% { vo . : if N * L/ 5 * * 4 l 2 ＋ 
2 . ws wy g * « N | 1894 1 a 9 1 t 
\ ; 4% # , . Py A ; «4 \ ' ef 9 - J af | 4 1 4 
. 5 * 3 F N Wo 45 7 LS 
p | . - a N 4 4 4 « ft N. ; Nag 5.0 
5 0 : F "Wy Fs 1 N 
i is a * wo 
1 a 


ig d to | make Public Profeſſion of their Reſpective Re © 
ligions, will they not «riſe up againſt Chriſtians ang 
condemn them if they neglect to make open Profeſſion of ß 
ſo Pure and Excellent a Religion as theirs is? The more 1 
pure and Excellent Our Religion is, the more obli ge 
are we to make Public Profeſſion of it. Let us ſnẽ 
the World that we are not aſham d to Profeſs the we, 33 
Goſpel of | Chriſt, left the Son of Man be aſbam d of ws  * 
one day, when he comes in the Glory of bis Father with *' 
Fr £m TE TT e 
- However this Apoſtolical Ordinance may be now un- 
dervalued by ſome, tis well known, that Perſons not | 
only of the profoundeſtLearning and Judgment, and © 
of the moſt Sublimate Piety ; but of the higheſt Rank 1 
alſo and Dignity, have expreſs d a profound reverence = 
and veneration for it. I leave it to you to conſult at 
your leifure how ſolemnly the Pious and Learned Dr. 
Hammond ſpeaks of it, both in his Viem of the New Di- 
refory, Seck. 41. and in his Tract which he wrote ex pro- 
feſſo concerning it. But there is another, and no leſs emi- 
nent inſtance, which I cannot well forbear mentioning 
in this place, becauſe it is of a Perſon who had ſo im- 1 
- mediate a relation to it; I mean the Reverend and 1 
Learned Dr. Fackson (one of my worthy Predeceſſors)- = 7 
who has tranſmitted in his Writings the warm Senſe _ 
which be retained of his own Confirmation in his 
youth. He did not, it ſeems, look upon it as an in 
different or needleſs Conſtitution, but thus he deli. 
vers his own Sentiments of it in an exalted {tram l 
VVV 
fo in particular for this great bleſſing beſtom d upon me, o, 30. #2 
that I was in a convenient Age, in a happy Timei and Place, 
preſented by my Sureties in Baptiſn.to ratifie the Vow which 
* hey made for me, and to receive the Benecliction 0 — 
b. „„ hops © 
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V . Carchim 55 the rods * 22 . 152 

. If %% had been an indifferent Ruß ith; Ori. 
A nance, ſo Learned and Pious a Man would not have 
i  fpoken of it with ſo much ſolemnity. But 
How much leſs would ſo Great a Man, as that Prince 
N. pol ever Bleſſed Memory, King Charles the Firſt, have 
* 6 ee.ſteemed it ſo highly, as to ſubmit himſelf to it. He 

I did not think that his Princely Dignity exempted him 
| | from this Duty, but was Publicly Confirmed at Thirteen 

= Years of Age, and that too after a ſtrict and long Ex3- 


+ Whichwas Mination. + And 1 will not in the leaſt Queſtion but 


ee cin of his becoming ſo Early a Confeſſor, had a very Power- 

bY Dr. Hake wills 

1 Publiſhing a uſe. ful Influence upon him to We a Saint, and Die 4 

1 e of Martyr. = ; 

w 9 Finally, If this had 1 an \ indifferent I elle 

= - © Conſtitution, we cannot imagine that Peter and ohn, 
the Chief of the Apoſtles, would have taken a Jour- 


= ney from Jeruſalem to Samaria to, perform it. They 
|= were ſent therefore to do That which Phzlip was no! 
1 allowed to do; becauſe this Office of Confirmation, 
Was as it were a Royalty reſerved and appropriated 
to the Lare and their Succefſors : [Which Wing 
me to my 0 
Ne A * Third Wer to Gente all; are the 
1 ur ſupra, Sed proper Miniſters of Confirmation, (a) only 
5 ne 1 the Apoſtles, and the Biſhops their „ 
J. , itt. 7. Seck 25. ſors. For Philip, tho he was an Evangeliſt, 
[PER N £7 ) og and perhaps one of the Seventy. Diſciples ; 
_ 864}. in Epit. Juriſ. Pontif. , tho he was full of the Holy Ghoſt, AF.6. 3. and. 
"i 4 hat der of Cech. _ a Worker of Miracles, yet he does not pre- 
1 yequment, Park 2. Ch ſume to impoſe his Hands upon thoſe 
Wl of Samaria, who had been Converted. and 
| 


Bapized 10 tus Miniſtry. But _ Apoſtles are diſ- 
| e patched 


ite KJ | D 15 accom» | 


2 22 mation. bs 1 
8 patched. from Jeruſalem; with this Comnkiſony: to:laf' 


his: Hands on them, and to confer the Holy Ghoſt; 


and (b) Epiphanius remarks on this occaſion. that this (5) Her, 213 | 
was a Prerogative - peculiar to the Apoſtles and their 0 Edit. #0 
_ . Succeſlors. And ſo (e St. Chryſoſtom obſerves that Phi- (c) Hom. 18. 
bp dau, Baptize, but could not give the Holy Ghoſt, fl "af Apo: 
| becauſe this was reſerv'd to the Apoſtles, not to be | 
' Communicated; to any but their immediate Succeſſors, 
the xecvrdie the Supream Miniſters of the Church, i. e. 
the Biſhops whom (d) st. Cyprian. and (e) St. An- Cd) Ur ſupra 
guſtin eall d. Præpoſti. And indeed, if we conſult Pri- . 
mitive and Uncorrupt Antiquity, we ſhall find this Sa- 
cred and N Office perform'd non niſi per manus E- 
piſcopt, by the Hands of none but the Biſhop, ( as 
. bee Teſtifies) out of Honour and Regard to Cf) Ur ſupra. | 
the Order, becauſe the ſafety of the Church depends upon the 
dignity, of ben (chief. Officers, to whom if ſome. ſpecial Pre- 
rogatiues were not reſeru d, there would be in the, c hurch 
a man, Sehiſuus at Prieſts, N 


ut ſupra. 


Tis not to be deny d indeed 1 that Jater Ages have 


# e ſome inſtances of Presbyters Confirming in the 
_ Biſhop's abſence, or by his Delegation; but. in al! Pri- 


mitive Antiquity ſo little of Canon or Example is to 


be met with, that in the Conference at Hampton Court, Bi- 
. ſhop. Bilſon challenged Dr. Rainolds wich. all his 


Learning, wherever = had. read that-Confirmation was 


. hog exo in Antient tunes by any other than Biſhops ? 


But fourthly, conſider we the Effects of Confirmation. 


V. 
When the Apoſtles laid their Hands upon thoſe of 


5 N ee they received the Holy Ghoſt, 1. e. they were 
made Partakers of God's Holy Spirit in a greater Mea- 


2 than was formerly vouchſafed them. Many were 
the Viſibl e, Miraculous and Extraordinary Effects of tlie 

85 writ that once attended this Ordinance in the Primi- 

en Church, which. none are ſo vain*to; expect will 
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Wil 
fl EI ad Ip accompany it at this Day. But ſince our Bleſs Su- 
VvVuoVcour has promiſed his Church a conſtant Comfnunica- 
tion of his Bleſſed Spirit to the World's end, tis rea- 
WW, ſonable to believe he (till continues to communicate 
„wie ordinary Operation by the ſame Miniſtry of Pray 


er aud Impoſition of Hands upon Perſons rightly pre. 
pad, as at firſt he derived the extraordinary One. 
For cho there is a great difference in the Gifts and 
Adminiſtrations, yet it is (till the ſave Spirit. Sd that 
(rng, s. in 72 as (a4) St. Aufi in ſpeaks on this occaſion) 1% ſpeak- 
Ep. foe ing with Jonguer aud working of Miricles attend not the 
©» Bifbop's Impoſition of Horde, as formerly they did that of 
the Apoſtles, yet any perſon may know whether he has re- 
 ceiv'd the Spirit of God, by examining his own Heart, 
\ whether he loves his Brother, JO the Peace and Brie of 
"0p Church." bog 
"7" Bits" evident thar our Chr 70 ase end by receir/ 
ing the Hoh Ghoſt, the ordinary Saving Graces and Affi- 
ſtances, as "ll as the Miraculons Gifts and Emanation 
-of the Holy Spirit, ſince ſhe ſtill retains this Form in 
her Office of Ordination, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. By 
which: wie do not pretend to receive a Gift of Miracles, 
And ſpeaking with Tongues; but Authority to Ofcate, 
and Diſpence thoſe Sacred Miniſtrations, unto which the 
Promiſe of the Holy Spirit is annex d; or more fully 
VE thus, that wereceive Power and Authority to Preach the 
=: Word, and Adminiſter the Holy Sacraments, by and 
| | through wich the Graces of God's Holy-Spirit, Futth, Re- 
1 Pentanoe, and Forgiveneſs of Sint, are ordiparily wrought 
'F eee confirm'd to the Worthy Hearers and Partakers of 
1 carton at then,” (a) And ſo alſo'the form us d bythe (59) W. 
1 Murch in her Office of Confirmation, is, The 


| | 
| | ona * Dr. thiopie''k 
WW Bernard's Vin- 
ll gator of L bleſs you, recifie' ge the Holy Ghoſt, 2th the Aitho- 


him, p. 236. rity of #he Father, and of the Sun, 4 of the erg 
e 855 witch nofting more can be underſtood "Vt t 
Theol, I. 10. f | 1 Commu- 
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of bis. | 


"kl Communication: of the Saving. Graces of God's Holy i 

. Spirit. For cheſe it is that che; ritual Fathers of our 

kite Church moſt humbly Addreſs themſelves to the Throne 

. of Grace, in the behalf of thoſe who are Confirm'd, 

4 Dm God would ſtrengthen them with the Holy Ghoſt the 

"4 Comforter, aud daily encreaſe in them bir a Gifts 

d Orate ʒ the Spirit of Wiſdom aud . Underſtanding, the 

e. pirit of be of 0 G55 ly Wiſdom, the Spirit of Know- 

2 22 and true Oude he Spirit of Godly and Holy 

155 Fear; that his holy Spirit would bs with them, * ſo lead 

Fof them in the Kmowleds and Obedience of his I, ord, that in 

. the End they may 5 Wa Everlaſting Life. 

5 I will not dedbe but that there are many Bleſſings 

| of that attend this wholſome Ordinance. For how can 

N you fail of a Hleſſing, when you preſent your ſelves 

55 upon your knees before God, and the Fathers of his 

778 Church, and the whole Congregation , and there ſo- 

"oY lemnly take upon your ſelves thoſe Sacred Engage- 

bn ments, that others made for you in your Minority? 

B Is not this a Confirmation on your part, that you corro- | 
594 borats, eftabhſh, and renew your Bapriſmal Covenant | 
"gy in your own Name? And do not you by this ſolemn | 
he Dedicating and Devoting your ſelves to his Service, | 
ir engage God your Maſter on his Part to confirm the | 
1 Bleffings of his Covenant to you? And has he not Au- 4 
1: thoriz d and Empowered his peculiar Miniſters, the Su- | 
Ne. pream Officers of his Church, to impoſe their Hauds up- | 
© - on you, to beg a Bleſſing for you, and to aſſure you | 
A R of his Grace to aſſiſt you + Tn] and of Glory to reward g 
. you hereafter, if you_go on to Perfection, and perſe- 4 
77 vere in thoſe holy. Purpoſes and Reſolutions which 

in you Have made? 

of Is it not-a' Blefling that you are no longer Babes 

0 in Chriſtianity, but are advanc'd to higher Perfecti- 9 
* ons, and more manly Improvements? For, (e I as the (hide Emil { 


Homil. de Pen. 
Hol Ly tecoſte, | 


'D 2 


\,  Provinciall.1: firm'd, or deſirous to be fo, 


= Se; n J 


000 deſcend, with ſaving influence upon the Waters o 
Baptiſm, 2 doth. pit veg th 5 which ſufficeth ni 
Innacency, ſo. ah he afterwards 'exbibit | in (fran 
an augmentation of further Grace. 

Is it not a Bleſling that. you are, not 465 longer toſs d 
to and fra wick every wind. of Doctrine, but are ſo 
ſettled in your holy Faith, as to reſolve. to Live and 
Die in it? | 
(0 Rubric ar Is it not a mighty Bleſſing that thou art made (a) ca. 
 theendofCon- pable of coming to God's holy Table, and of receiving 
firmarion. be the Bread and Cup of Bleſſing and Salvation ?. For if 
Fackson ut ſu- 
pra. Linwood thou comeſt to the re before. thou are Con- 
ſtritly and according 
to the Rules of that Church, which as a Member thou 
Imperf. in art oblig d to obſerve, thou art not an invited Gueſt, 
Fr but a bold Intruder. And indeed, what more reaſonable 
in Can. 77- than that, before thou art admirted. to ſo Venerable 


Tit. 6. c. 5. p. 40. 
Author Op. 


firm. Propoſ. i thou haſt behay'd thy ſelf under the Initiatory Sacra- 
5. Ge. ment of Baptiſm? And what more highly requiſite than 
tha thou ſhouldſt give ſome better Aſſurance of thy being 
2 Chriſtian, than thy being Baptized one? Not but that, 
alas, this Rule of the Church is too much diſregard- 
1 put if men would make it their Buſineſs to under- 
ſtand firſt the Nature of their Baptiſmal Vow, before 
they come to God's holy Table to renew it, and al- 
ſo made Solemn and. Publ lick Profeſſion of it at Con- 
firmation, they would doubtleſs take greater Care more 
Religiouſly to obſerve it than generally they. do. 
If thou Conſidereſt with thy ſelf, what are the +") 
Methods that God obſerves in Diſpenſi ing his Bleſſings, 
thou muſt be convinc'd that nothing does more ctte- 
ctually entitle thee. to. them, than thy ſolemnly; enga- 
ing thy ſelf to be. his Servant, .and thy ſteady Perſeve- 


ypc 3 an Grdinance, the Church ſhould be ſatisfy d how 


8 ing in thoſe holy Purpoles,, that thou entereſt e 
1 « C1 thy 


Of a e 


thy oft: For what reward can'ſt thou rea- 


nab expect without engaging thy (ef in God's Ser- 
vice? ra what. Favour without living in bis Fear? 
Or what Fear doſt chou ſhew if thou declineſt all man- 
ner of occaſions to profeſs thy ſelf his Servant, and to 


pay him thoſe Vows of Homage and Allegiance, which he - 


may juſtly expect from thee in the Prime of thy Years ? 


Whereas if Now devoteſt thy felt early to his Service, 


thou haſt all imaginable encouragement to depend up- 


on him, who has made ſo many Gracious and Pre- 
cious Promiſes, that he will be faithful in performing 
them to thee, if thou art not unfaithful in performing 
thoſe Which thou madeſt to him. 

So/ that I dare ſay, if a Bleſſing attends not this Du- 
ty of Confirmation, tis only becauſe, Adult Per- 


ſens that come to it fail to qualifie theinſelves as they 


ought with that Self- examination and Repentance, and 
thoſe that are Younger don't ſeriouſly reſolve to be- 


come Chriſtians; or ſtart aſide afterwards from thoſe 


holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions they made. For God 
is faithful, who hath promis'd to hear the Prayers of 
his Church, and it muſt be our own Impenitence, Dif- 


obedience and: Unworthinels, that Se the return 


of en.. 

Let me now in the laſt place preſs you. to this ſo Pri- 
mitive and Apoſtolical a practice from the conſideration 
of ſo many miſchiefs whieh we may juſtly impute to the 
neg ect of it. 


. 


(4) Mr. Barter reckons twelve excel- () of Confir- 
lent benefits that attend the Practice, and twenty intol- mation, Prop. 


lerable miſchicts that attend the Neglect of Confirma- 19, 20. 


ion. As I have not had time to inſiſt upon all the bene- 
firs, ſo neither can I at the cloſe of a Sermon particu- 


lar y conſid r all the: miſchiefs, - 1 ſhall name but a few, 


and ſo conclude... 


Firſt, From dener arife ſo. many Kite and Divi- 
Kata among us? And what! is it that hath orm d ſo ma- 
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to Confirmation? For had Perſons id their [ntancy 


been inſtructed in the Doctrine of our Church; and com 
aſterwards to be Contirmd in their Baptiſmal Voz 

they would have been aſhamed to have deſerted tlie 

Church of which they ſo ſolemmly dectar'd themſelves 

(5) Euſeb. Hiſt. Members. bh This was . that: which C6): Cornelius jon 8 
Fele. 1. 6. ago obſerv'd of Novαjũ, that rhat which diſpos d hit 


e into Herefie, was that he wanted Epiſcopal Confirms. 


#.: 


5 - P 


- Secondly, To what can we impute that groſs and pro. 

found ienorince, that like an Mgyptian darkneſs over. 

ſpreads and poſſeſſes the Common People in fo ſcanda- 

Tous a manner among us, that when they arrive t 
„een fifty or ſay years of age, and are jul 

Cc) Nunc multi ſunt uin. dropping into the Grave, they know almeſt 


u2 enarii ui neſciunt . 1 5 015 . 
dan vovetine th Fipdſino, dthing of Bod or Religions Are perfect 


qui ne ſomniaritit quidem Strangers to the ends of God the Father's 


quid ſibi velincArrietilt fidei, Ore eating them, their Saviour's Redeeming 


quid Precatio dominica, 


quid Eccleſiz- Sacraments. thern, or the Hoy Ghoft Sanctifying them 


Eraſm, praf. ad Leftoropraf. | 15 notthisa Scandal to Human Nature, that 
hen God Had made them Men, and endu- 
ed them with Rational Souls, they ſhould yet after all be as 
ignorant, ſtupid and ſenſleſs as Brutes that have no Un- 
dJerſtanding? If there be any difference between them, 
the Brures hive the Advantage that they are more uſcful 

and irmocent in their Lives, and that they do us more 
Service, and God more Honour. To what, L ſay, arc 
ps ite this o grand ignorance, but to the negſi- 
gence of Patents and Sureties in bringing cheir Children 

do be inkttuckedd in 'the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 

unc c tbe Want ef that Education an their oyouth 
Which the Church requires before they come to be Co 


(4) Inttit. I. 4. firm d. This I find is (2) Mr. Calein s Opinion, who 
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e en force, #helackngſ+ of many Parents would be much quick- 
Sr Ware, ae ae poſe over. the InftruTion of their Children as « 
net which does not much concern them, and which (if Con- 
CON nalen were duly practiced] they contd: nat omit without pub- 
OW, BO / ⁵ͤũlt EO Ty TT 
che Laſtiy, To what are we to impure that Debauchery and Prophane- 
elves 70 locommon among us more chan to the neglect and diſregard 
tons {Mo hls Ordinance ? What diſmal Oaths and hideous Execrations 
i Pres: 1 and very Hearts in the open Strects? How early 
i o little Children devote themſelves to the Devil's Service for 
113-Wyant of their Parents Care, to Conſecrate them to God's? How 
quickly do they learn to damn themſel ves as ſoon almoſt as they 
an open their Mouths? Lord, what a mercy is it that Hell o- 
pens not her mouth upon thoſe that ſo often and loudly call 
for it! Such perſons as theſe were they ever Confirm d: Or had 
tiele ever the Biſhops Bleſſing, whoſe mouth is full of Cur- 
inz and Wickedneſs I hope not, and for the Honour of Reli- 
gion J hope they Koh never have it, until their mouths ſpeak. 
loud the Praiſe of their Maker. But if theſe have been Con- 
umd, how imich greater Scandal is it that they have forgot 
at ſolemn Profeſſion of Religion they have made? How much 
more have they to anſwer for to God and to his Church? It is 
pollible indeed to miſcarry under the beſt proviſions the Church 
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dn make but in all rational probability if ever we expect aRe- 


jormarion in this particular, it muſt be by ſevere correction of 
uch Children of Belial; and by bringing them and their careleſs 


larents to hear Sermons, to be inftruted in the Grounds and Fun- 
damentals of their Religion, and to underſtand their Baptiſtnal 
* and to make open Profeſſion of it at their Confirmation. 


) For if the Contents of our Triple Vow were diſt;niHy and fully Ch Dr. Fack- - 
unfolded to 45. as ſoon as me had any Wee Jong evil, In, L. 4. Sect. 


md all the ſeveral branches of God's Covenant with as great cure 4 © 3. 8 5. 


ud folemnity as oft tnculcated, as Moſes commanded the Law” 
hut be to the I/raeltes Childrens and laſtiy, the Vo it ſelſ con- 


m d and ratiſyd by our Perſonal rote ſſatiom in the Sight f 
„ Congregation; the frar as well' of God as of ſhame before © 
, (in whoſe. preſence" te made this good. profeſſion ) 
l bind many of us to more Chriftian-behaviour, than be beſt: 

, G the World goes, dare make ſheto o, us; as-alfo reftrain ) 
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n Senders, cromded to death withabeinuimberot Perſons be Cont'd. (4) 
de Schiſm. In ſome places neither Churches nor Chytch-yardSeould contai 
„ Anglicohk2» elhſe that reſortedithither upon that occaſion, inforauch that the 
„ HBiſhops were glad to perform this Office inthe open fields, and t 
„% 3 — tedefendedby armdmenfrommhe preſfsofthenmltitnde: and the 


Ereat is che Zeèal of our preſent Age for 1Refditn ation of Mt 
ners, and many are the Ex pedientꝭ that have been propounded tort 
but of them all none probably would be more effectual than a du 
Aàttendance upon Confirmation none bah be eſtectual without | 
This Kingdom Eng to have been allalong ſenſible of its uſe tua 
way; even an the times f Ertor ſomè ſunctures there Were, tha 
Biſhops could not make their Viſitations without fear of heir 


want of it was one of the cauſes of an Inſurrection in this K ingdcm 
Oar zeal for this Apoſtolical practice is not like to be ſo dangerous 
in this age of ours as to threaten us with any ſuch d ifeful effects, 
Fray Gad that the contemptuous neglect of it produce hot more i. 
tal conſequences to our Church and Nation, by occationinga cd. 
ves and indiſterency to ail Religious Duties, by encouraging Li- 
bettigiſin, and bringing in an univerſalidegerRracy and corrun- 
tiomat maimers. But I hope better or of you, and things that 

accompany Salvation, tho I thus ſp e. 
hape you that are alnrady Confitm d, will conſider with wha: 
ſolemaity and deliberation ou formerly took upon you the 1:0 
| fellion af Chriſtianity. Remember 'the- paſſionate Words of 
Gov. Eu- the (0) Greek Ritual which. were ſpoke t the Catechu mcs 
chologium upon this occaſion. That tte Bonds ate not ſeal * un Crit bath 
Trace p. 342. recetUd them, mho 1s in Heuuen; aud ther for ini xd your Pro- 
2 miſc, and fu'jil your Engagements, which wil! be Ep Prodi d 
at ie dan of Fudgment. Take beed there be no-oreofion to b, 
r e Hemven tr 11: 
ble uandall Mankind. fiandto he jade'd; where the Devil ell l. 
SS. preſent touccuſe you, ſayings Lord this wretth inmword renounce! 
wwe, but indeed was my Serwant:s Then Angels ſhall: ſig h, and ho, 
nan ſbal bewarl your miferyy your Farber and Mother cannot he 

You, and ali Friends ſtaltasfoniyay. © On 
And you that (habe Gonfirm'd; let ne exhort you to continuo 
in the Faith, WO full pur pet ef hrart Tocleave unto. the Lord 
{ will. you; approve yr ſelves true Sons of our eftablii,.! 

Church, and faithful Sons and. Servants of God Almighty. 
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On, 
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whon, Fatber, Son, and Holy G huſt, be all Honaur and Gli. 
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$217, Might, h and Doninion, bath now and'evermore. WW 
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